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Objective

This reading group will provide a forum for PhD students to explore causal inference methods relevant
to their research. Each participant will present and discuss a « benchmark » paper that employs a method
they intend to use in their own work. The goal is to critically assess these methods, understand their
strengths and limitations, and explore their applicability across different research topics.

Structure
e The group meets for 60-minute sessions.
o Each session features one participant-led presentation of a selected benchmark paper.
e The presentation should cover the paper’s research question, data, identification strategy, key
findings, and limitations.
e The end of the presentation should focus on how the method can be applied to the student’s
research.

Expectations
e Participants should choose a benchmark paper early in the semester and share it with the group
in advance.
e The group will provide constructive feedback on how to apply the presented method in the
presenter's research.
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